


Dark 
intentions 


By Sam Lakin 








Your studio is developing : 


ing artwork to exhibit recognising the darker facets of art. 

As well as the pleasant aesthetics of creativity artists also can attempt to shock and explore a horrid fascination of 
controversial themes. Legend and folklore have inspired Artists both historically and contemporary. 

Your developments will be subject to group critique and group discussion, which 15 part of professional shared studio 
practise. Final artwork will encapsulate the genre of art studied, while demonstrating imagination and proficient use of 
media. 














Task 1 involves comprehensively exploring a range of sources such as artwork, music, wrr 
which can be interpreted into visual language. 

Workshops within studio sessions will allow the opportunity to explore a broad range of wet and dry media and 
develop differing applications. The workshop sessions will continue throughout the assignment to inform ideas 
and selection of techniques. 


fen pieces anc 









Task 2 will require research of primary and secondary sources. You will find inspiration from the work of 
established artists both historical and contemporary. It 1s important to recognise and record the materials, 
technigues and processes used (this will include the colours palette and application) 


For Task 3 you will then develop your own ideas using a range of dry and wet medium. 
You are encouraged to refine your samples with imagination and finesse to produce final works suitable for a 


portfolio. 


For Task 4 you will evaluate your work and present your research findings. There will be evidence of a diverse range 
of materials and sources studied, with effective connections made. There will be a considered approach to the 
presentation of a consistent body of work. 








Dark art definition 


Dark art is defined (in this context) as a type of art 
characterized by art with a dark or discomforting 
subject matter, this subject as broad asitis can 
be skewed in many ways but for this project, | have 
decided to take a different approach to the idea of 
dark art, another way you can take this idea is by 
maybe talking about Outsider art which I did a 
presentation on [HERE] which | made an internet 
archive post about so It can be used In the future, | 
will elaborate in future slides. 





Medusa 


Medusa, in Greek mythology, the most famous of the monster 
figures known as Gorgons. She was usually representedasa 
winged female creature having a head of hair consisting of 
snakes; unlike the Gorgons, she was sometimes represented as 
very beautiful. Medusa was the only Gorgon who was mortal; 
hence her slayer, Perseus, was able to kill her by cutting off her 
head. From the blood that spurted from her neck sprang 
Chrysaor and Pegasus, her two sons by Poseidon. The severed 
head, which had the power of turning into stone all who looked 
upon it, was given to Athena, who placed it in her shield; 
accordingto another account, Perseus buried it in the 
marketplace of Argos. 





Examples of 
medusa 
tattoos 











The meaning of medusa 
tattoos 


À medusa tattoo can be a protection from the evil, or a 
symbol of the victims. Some theories like to interpret 
Medusa as a symbol of female powerlessness, and the 
wrongdoing done against her with the excuse of evil 
and strength. À medusa tattoo design usually consists 
of her head of snakes, and her stare. 








Medusa 


This is a Medusa drawing using 
many different material such as 
water color, drawing ink and pastels, 
this small sketch was an attempt to 
recreate or take inspiration from the 
famous "Perseus with the Head of 
Medusa" made by Benvenuto Cellini 
as shown next to the drawing. 














Study after Velázguez s 
Portrait of Pope 
Innocent X 


Francis Bacon s Study after Velázguez s Portrait of 
Pope Innocent X is a 1953 painting. The plece depicts 
a warped rendition of Diego Velázguez s Portrait of 
Innocent X, which was created in 1650. The palnting Is 
one of the earliest of over 50 variations of the 
Velazauez painting that Bacon created in the 1950s 
and early 1960s. The paintings are often recognized as 
exceptionally successful modern re-interpretations of 
a western visual art classic. 





My studying of Francis 
Bacons Study after 
Velazauez's Portrait of 
Pope Innocent X. 


This study is using the same 
materials as the pervious 
piece. Ways | may be able to 
improve are maybe take up 
more room on the page and 
or use different materials 








Artists and ideas 
that inspire my work 


for this project 














Geloy Concepcion 


Geloy Concepcion Is a photographer, videographer, and street artist based in San 
Francisco Bay Area, California. Born and raised in one of the roughest parts of Manila, 
namely Pandacan, his interests in art and journalism started as a teen. 


Before the Covid-19 Lockdown, Geloy has launched a series called ‘Things You 
Wanted to Say but Never Did. By collecting statements from strangers on the internet, 
he createsresults like portraits, except that there are no faces at all. He writes the 
statements on the images like vandals and shares them on his Instagram account. 


Geloy found inspiration from the likes of Jim Goldberg or Robert Frank, who also wrote 
or asked their subjects to write directly on their images. 'Things You Wanted to Say but 
Never Did' is an intimate space where your silent whispers are heard: first by the artist 
himself and then by allthe people who stumble across his Instagram. His works have 
been exhibited in The USA, Europe, Japan, Singapore, India, Australia, Kosovo, 
Indonesia, and the Philippines. 





Examples of 
Geloy's work 
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Kentaro Miura 


Kentarou Miura was brought into the world in Chiba City, Japan, in 1966. 


While going to school at Nihon University, in 1988, Miura appeared a 48-page manga 
known as Berserk Prototype, a prologue to the current Berserk dreamland. It 
proceeded to win Miura a prize from the Comi Manga School. In 1989, in the wake of 
setting a doctorate certification, Kentarou begana task named King of Wolves 
because of content by Buronson, author of Hokuto no Ken (Fist Of The North Star). 


In 1990, the principal volume Berserk was delivered with a generally restricted 
achievement. Miura again worked together with Buronson on a manga named "Japan". 
Miura's distinction became after Berserk started "The Golden Age" story circular 
segmentand the immense accomplishment of this show-stopper made him one of 
the most noticeable contemporary manga artists. 


Right now, Miura devotes himself exclusively to be dealing with Berserk. He has 
demonstrated, nonetheless, that he means to distribute more manga later on. The 
Berserk manga has traversed 35 volumes going on forever insight. 





Examples of 
Kentaro's work 
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Yuko latsushlma 


Tasushima is a painter, puppet artist, and performer. She Is a graduate of Joshibi University of Art and 
Design, and her art Is intended to be a protest against sexual offenses, as well as expressing her 
hardships after the loss of her mother; which soon after the death of her mother, Tasushima was 
diagnosed with borderline personality disorder. She has stated that the majority of her works are self- 
portraits, and that many of them are about atomic bombing. 


Her more notable art pieces are "| Can't be a Bride Anymore”, “Red Laugh", and “White Prison”. 


Personally, my favorite work from her is "Misato self-determination” which shows a woman frantically 


ingesting pills while scatters of blue and a look of panicked hopelessness give the painting a feeling of 
self-destruction and fatal hatred. 


If you recognize her painting, (or just want to see more) | encourage you to check her art out on her 
website- which includes her paintings, sculptures, and photography. 





bn T 


Examples' of 
Yuko's work 
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Dave Sim 


Dave Sim created Cerebus the Aardvark, a rare example of a parody that outlasted the thing 
originally parodied (namely, Conan the Barbarian'). Cerebus the Aardvark, is the longest self- 
published comic series ever done. Well-drawn and humorously plotted, Cerebus has earned Sim 
a solid cult status since he started the series in 1977. The series has been regularly reprinted in 
fat volumes of more than 500 pages, published by Aardvark-Vanaheim, Sim's company that was 
run by his wife Deni Loubert. Sim completed his 'Cerebus' saga in 2004. 


Sim was born in Hamilton, Ontario, but raised in Kitchener since he was two. À comic fan since 
early childhood, he published a fanzine called Comic Art News and Reviews, in which he 
interviewed famous artists. Prior to ' Cerebus, he did a newspaper strip called The Beavers' in the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Record, as well as some contributions to fanzines. The meter or so Cerebus 
collections that now form Sim's oeuvre have made Sim - who typically refuses to let any 
publishing house earn his money - the king of self-published comics. For those ambitious enough 
to follow in his footsteps, Sim wrote the classic Cerebus Guide to Self-Publishing. 
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Dave Sim 





Vandalizing Art 


Defacement of workmanship is deliberate harm of craftsmanship. The item, t, generally 
displayed openly, becomes harmed as fine art. The article, as a rule, displayed outinthe 
open, becomes harmed because of the demonstration and stays set up Just after the 
demonstration. This might recognize itfrom workmanship obliteration and iconoclasm, 
where it could be annihilated and eliminated, and craftsmanship robbery, or looting. 


Various destructive incidents against craftsmanship shows are known and a few items, like 
Mona Lisa, Night Watch and The Little Mermaid, have been deliberately harmed a few 
times. Numerous miscreants were determined to have a psychologicalissues and some, 
like Hans-Joachim Bohlmann, had a past filled with assaulting fine arts. An immense 
measure of harm comprises of resulting in a minor scratch, a stuck biting gum, a pencil 
mark, etc, and generally gets away from exposure. More noticeable destructive incidents 
were planned, as the instrument of annihilation - a blade, paint, corrosive or sledge - was 
deliberately brought to the scene. Generally speaking, the fine arts were reestablished. 
Rebuilding efforts were exorbitant and tedious and by and large, were trailed by protecting 
the craftsmanship from future attacks. 











My views on 
art vandalism 


| would be lying if I didn't say I love 
vandalism at least in some capacity, the 
pure anger or belief in something so much 
that Is most cases you're willing to risk jail 
time just to convey that message on a 
plece of art, | have bastardized this Idea In 
my own idea, as | was given a canvas to 
work on and "ruin". 





BEE ور‎ MYINDEPENDENT VOUCHERS COMPARE 


'Yellowist' Rothko vandal jailed for 


Examples of jail two years 
time given to art — ge 
vandal. 








First attempt at art 
vandalism (victim I) 


This was the first finished plece of the project | will use this as a grounding 
point and a backup piece just in case my final piece doesn’t work out, 
people have reacted in different ways to the piece some describing it as 
"good" others pointing out that the "coverage on the eyes could be better." | 
will develop on this criticisms better in future pieces. 


How | created this piece was l used an already exciting portrait donated to 
me by my teacher, instead of painting over it | chose to use the piece as a 
testing ground for my vandalism project, how | achieved this was | used 
Spray paint to cover the eyes and stencil the writing around the head, 
pastels to smudge the makeup and cover the jacket with blood, and finally 
using a permanent ink-based pen for the writing. 


To add to this, | chose to record how | vandalized this piece which you can 


watch [HERE] 








Markers used 
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custom ink 
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These markers were obtained from graff- 
city.com this a few months beforethis 
projectbegan, although these markers 
weren'tobtained forthe projectthe 
ingredienciesforthe inkl made was, | 
will now list how | made the ink and why | 
chose to make custom ink instead of just 
getting a single brand. 





Grog Buff Proof Ink 
- £6.75 


Pricing of Grog Booster 
ingredients -£6.75 


Nero D'inferno Dve 
used. Wm 


FLUX industrial marker ink 
- £11.55 

Montana Bold Ink 

- £12.50 


TOTAL - £44.14 









Alcohol-Based Dye ink - Donforms to ASTM D 4236 ۰ Xylene Free 


GLOSSY FINISH: HIGHLY PERMANENT : 200mi 
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Experimenting and Reasoning 


How I made the ink was I put all of the listed ingredients (except for the Grog Booster) in a 
jar, and then used a small sample in a pop that | bought the night before and boiled, this 
was done because after some research I found that some aspects of the Ink that make it 
slightly easier to remove can be neutralised when the Ink Is exposed to high temperatures, 
after my testing I found although it made the Ink slightly thinker there was no noticeable 
difference when testing how easy it was to remove, so I stuck to the original mixture and 
added the booster which upon further testing was harder to remove, another outcome of 
the final mixture is when painted over the ink would bleed through the paint and tint the 


paint this happed with every layer I added to it, I stopped at 10 as I was running of wall 
paint. 


You may think this process is very long and drawn-out thing to do for just a little bit of ink to 
be used on one or two pieces but, this done because I wanted to make sure with 100% 
certainty this the damaged caused was pertinent and was a much part of the art as the 
canvas itself. 





Second attempt at art 
vandalism (Victim ll) 


For this piece I took inspiration from the famous piece by two 
things, one the previously mentioned 'Yellowist' vandal aswell as 
the deep introspection of Geloy Concepcion and 

the infamous desecration of the piece 'who is afraid of red yellow 
and blue' painted by Barnett Newman, the way these two vandals 
inspired my piece is first the 'Yellowist' writings and famously after 
the slashing of the piece by Newman the restoration was very 
difficult as the colors were very hard to match, | referenced this in 
my piece by first slashing a self-portrait given to me by my teacher 
and then patching it up with thread making the slash maybe even 
more obvious, after experiencing difficulty keeping the piece from 
falling apart I decided to buy some plaster of Paris and apply it to 
the back, how this effected the piece was after it hardened the 
slashed became more pronounced and in some way more 
permanent. 








Back of 
Vitim ll 











Not a victim 


This piece although not part ofthe 
collection | thought it was only natural to 
put it in the presentation as this piece was 
more of a grounding point, an escape of 
such, when | was doing all my other pieces 
this one would help me clear my head 
when I felt overwhelmed; this piece has 
been many different things such as a self- 
portrait, an abstract minimalist piece and 
finally this collection of shapes, on the next 
slide I will attemptto find this piece in its 


many different forms, thereis a lot of regret 
in this piece. 
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slight 
diversion. 


During this project | took some time to help my friend 
Lily with a piece she was working on, in this project | 
used a lot of the same materials and methods | used In 
previous pieces in my own project such as spray paint, 
ink and markers. 














Music 








Album release date: 
31 January 2022 


Am | My Brother... = Chest Nut Coloured Eyes 
A 
Hearing You Voice Scares The Shit Qut Of Me 
Another Might Wishing | Was Better To You 
Remember When We Used To Walk Home From College 
Love lent For Me 
UI Kill Myself When | Know You've Found Someone Better 
Everything Seem So Hard When "m Not With You 
Bring Back What We Had 
All | Ask Is You Please Understand Hot Everyone Is Like Me 
Can't Keep Going On 


On My Way Home From Your House Always Felt 5c Empty 


Nothing Is Going To Bring You Back 


During this project | 
chose to make an album 
to listen to while viewing 
the finished product 
which can be listened to 
here, the song titles and 
album art are inspired 
by Geloy's work, this 
album can be listened 


too [HERE]. 





Crucified with 2 thieves 
(victims lll, IV, V) 


this addition to the project although still under the 'victim' 
collection I chose to go for a triptych style of formatting 3, 4 and 5, 
this to my own determent would end up being my favorite addition 
to the collection, the reason this is to my detriment is because in 
hindsight these don'treally assimilate well into the whole 
collection. 








These pieces were created using a permeant ink-based liguid 
purchased from graffcity.com as to achieve the drips visible on the 
piece. 


A small thing | forgot to document until the final showcase was, | 
stabbed this piece repeatedly and attempted to watch patch it up 
but do to time I did not complete the restoration. 








Final addition a 
semblance of 
hate (victim Vl) 








This Is my final attempt at this study 
of art, to make this I went down to a 
charity shop and boughtthis piece 
for £5 and broughtit back to class 
then in a matter of seconds 
processed to destroy It using a 
black verion of the marker used on 
victim 3, 4 and 5. 








Final showcase 
of the victim 
collection before 
conclusion. 
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Final thoughts and 
clarifications 


In this paragraph I will attempt to clear up a few questions on how this is all related, first | would like to clarify 
how art vandalism is related to dark art, my idea of dark art is an art that has a negative intention for example 
the famous plece Judith Beheading Holofernes by Caravaggio this piece depicts the beheading of Holofernes a 
clear negative and dark intention behind the action in the piece, how | used this idea is | developed to this into 
external dark intentions enacted by vlewers of pieces such as art vandals, the pure visceral hatredthat must 
fuel art vandalism fascinated me and | wished to recreate that in my plece. 


Now, why did I call this collection victims this was done to represent how even though art vandalism may look 
good there is always a victim to the action whether it be the artist or the owner of the piece/pieces. 


My idea for this project has changed a lot since my first piece and | really wish | did more on pieces I found in 
charity shops and maybe use more violent ways vandalizing the art but, I was intending to develop my test 
pieces into my final piece, but I think now as a collection these are all one big plece as it the 
different forms vandalism can take, no matter how big or smallanyone can be affected by one person with 
something permeant or sharp and a negativefeeling. 


